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Key messages

Bioenergy and its associated biomass supply chains go beyond 
SDG 7 on affordable and clean energy: they can relate to all SDGs

Priority SDGs vary by supply chain type, geography and even 
between systems.

Contribution of bioenergy system to SDGs can be either positive or 
negative.

Best practices and modern technology can minimize adverse impact 
and maximize co-benefits.
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A quick overview of the Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs)
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Source: Rockström and Sukhdev (2016).

https://www.stockholmresilience.org/research/research-news/2017-02-28-contributions-to-agenda-2030.html


Which SDGs are more likely than others to be 
related to bioenergy systems?
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Source: Blair et al. (2021). Contribution to Biomass Supply Chains for Bioenergy to Sustainable Development Goals.

https://www.mdpi.com/2073-445X/10/2/181


The literature agrees with what we’ve heard 
from experts in a recent workshop
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Source: Pahlavanlu et al. (2021). How can biomass supply for bioenergy deliver multiple benefits and contribute to sustainable development goals? (to be published)



Case studies from around the world were 
scrutinized through the SDG lens
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Best practices show multiple co-benefits, 
beyond contribution to SDG 7
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Source: Blair et al. (2021). Biomass supply  and sustainable development goals: International case studies.

https://www.ieabioenergy.com/blog/publications/biomass-supply-chains-and-their-contribution-to-the-sustainable-development-goals/


A closer look at one of the case studies: bioheat
in Eastern Canada
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ACFOR conducts selective harvesting 
and commercial thinning.

The company supplies multiple 
markets: lumber, pulp, panels, 
bioenergy.

Supply chain integration (from forest 
to boiler) ensures smooth operations.
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Key messages

Bioenergy goes beyond SDG 7 and can relate to all SDGs: co-
benefits are as important, or perhaps even more.

Priority SDGs will vary from case to case: certain interactions are 
more common, but there is no “one-size-fits-all” approach.

Contribution to SDGs can be either positive or negative, but 
bioenergy “done right” has a role in the low carbon transition.

Best practices and modern technology make a difference and they 
can be enabled by appropriate governance frameworks.
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