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Position

We support RNG/RH2 produced from:

All sustainable feedstocks

All sustainable and competing technologies

For all sustainable end-use applications
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Organic Waste-to-X
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Abating Methane from Organic Wastes Remains Critical
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“Sustained methane mitigation, wherever it occurs, stands out as an option that combines 
near- and long-term gains on surface temperature and leads to air quality benefits by 
reducing surface ozone levels globally.”

“Over time scales of 10 to 20 years, the global temperature response to a year’s worth of 
current emissions of SLCFs is at least as large as that due to a year’s worth of CO2 emissions 
(high confidence). Sectors producing the largest SLCF-induced warming are those dominated 
by CH4 emissions: fossil fuel production and distribution, agriculture and waste 
management.”

“For example, some short-term ‘win-win’ policies that simultaneously improve air quality 
and limit climate change include the implementation of energy efficiency measures, 
methane capture and recovery from solid waste management and oil and gas industry…”

IPCC, 2021. Climate Change 2021: The Physical Science Basis. Chapter 6. Short-Lived Climate Forcers. 
https://www.ipcc.ch/report/ar6/wg1/downloads/report/IPCC_AR6_WGI_Chapter_06.pdf

https://www.ipcc.ch/report/ar6/wg1/downloads/report/IPCC_AR6_WGI_Chapter_06.pdf
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Sustainable Methane Abatement & Recycling Timeline – our industry initiative 

to capture and control methane produced from 43,000 aggregated organic 

waste sites in North America by 2050, achieving meaningful benchmarks by 

2025, 2030, and 2040.

SMART Initiative
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Federal Policy
Build Back Better Act (H.R. 5376)

• Contains beneficial tax policies advocated for by RNG Coalition

• Biogas property, including cleaning and conditioning equipment, as 
qualifying equipment for purposes of the Section 48 energy credit

• New clean hydrogen tax credit that allows for the use of RNG as a 
qualifying feedstock

• Extends the $.50 alternative fuels tax credit

• Passed U.S. House on November 19
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Status of Clean Fuel Standards
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Status of LCFS-Type Policies in North America

In Place

Regulatory Development

2021 Legislation Introduced

2021 Legislation Passed

Under Study
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Status of Low Carbon Fuel Standard Policies in North America

In Place

Regulatory Development

2021 Legislation Introduced

2021 Legislation Passed

Under Study
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Status of Utility Procurement
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State Legislative Highlights

• Minnesota - SF 421 (Weber) and HF 239 (Stephenson) will implement the 
Natural Gas Innovation Act, allowing natural gas utilities to file innovation 
plans with the PUC. Plans must outline GHG reduction goals and 
estimated impacts of individual actions, includes RNG. Would provide for 
cost recovery up to 5% of utility’s total annual revenue requirement. 
Passed via omnibus commerce/energy package.

• Michigan - SB 138 will require the Michigan Public Services Commission 
to create and maintain an inventory of the state’s RNG resources, 
including an advisory committee responsible for assisting with the 
inventory and recommending policies that will promote the growth of RNG. 
Currently rolled in with appropriations bill SB 86 (Nesbitt).

• Colorado - SB 21-161 (Hansen) would have required the Public Utilities 
Commission to adopt GHG reduction plans for Colorado’s gas utilities with 
targets of 5% by 2025 and 20% by 2030. Allows for cost recovery. Passed 
as clean heat bill with 30% RNG carve-out.
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Green-e RFS Overview

• Certification program for energy products, provides certainty of 
environmental benefits

• Renewable Fuel Standard (RFS) analogous to certificate 
program in electricity sector

• Will initially be limited to RNG, ultimately expand to include other 
renewable fuels

• Can be used for any RNG in voluntary markets
• Not applicable to mandatory markets (e.g., EPA RFS, LCFS)

• Supports implementation of voluntary RNG programs
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Directional Considerations

• Carbon Neutrality/Negativity – Eye toward full carbon neutrality across 
production and use. Includes 100% renewable power and biogas during 
upgrading process, use of carbon capture and storage.

• See Argonne National Lab’s GREET Model

• Methane Emissions – RNG solves methane emissions from organic 
waste, however, some leakage is inherent to gas distribution. How do we 
address this?

• Sustainability – How can RNG production facilities be used to facilitate 
broader change?
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Sam Lehr

RNG Coalition, Manager of Sustainability and Markets Policy

sam.lehr@rngcoalition.com

302-757-0866

RNGCoalition.com

Speaker Contact Info
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LEADERSHIP

✓ Developers ✓ Utilities / Pipeline ✓ Technology ✓ Marketers
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GENERAL MEMBERSHIP

✓ Fueling ✓ EPC ✓ Labor✓ Finance ✓ Consultants / Law Firms
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ACADEMIC MEMBERSHIP
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CLEAN CITIES PARTNERS


